
 

The Etiquette of Bowls 
(a brief summary) 

 

 Arrive for the game approximately 30 minutes prior to the scheduled start; 

 Wear appropriate attire (‘whites’ refer to all Bowls Australia logoed attire; 

mufti/casual is neat casual wear; pennant attire is the required club uniform); 

 Report your arrival to the Match Committee or your Team Manager; 

 Prior to commencement of play it is correct etiquette to introduce your side 

to the competing side; 

 Trial ends may commence approx. 20 minutes prior to the scheduled start of 

play, but must cease immediately if not completed before the start time.  

(Should you have permission to practice prior you must not be on the rinks 

allocated to your team for the day); 

 A coin will be tossed to decide who has first mat of the day (at this time the 

decision may be made by the Skip to give the mat to the opposition) – 

exception is in pennant when the Team Managers will decide; 

 At the commencement of play it is polite for the Lead with the mat to receive 

their first bowl from the opposing Lead; 

 The Lead commences play by placing the mat at the position indicated by 

their Skip – and to deliver the jack as close as possible to the position as 

indicated by their Skip; 

 A Lead will usually play one side of the rink (unless otherwise requested by 

the Skip) – this allows the Lead to get a better idea of the idiosyncrasies of the 

rink and make the required adjustments each end; 

 The 2nd will bowl as requested by the Skip – as will the 3rd; 

 The 3rd ,  

o when their turn to deliver the bowl, may, at the request of the Skip, go 

to the head to determine the shot they are to play : 

o Advises Skip when requested of possible shots/outcomes.   

o It is the job of the 3rd to measure any shots in the head that maybe in 

the count (note other players may discretely request their 3rd to 

measure a bowl they may have overlooked) : 

 Ensure you understand the correct manner of measuring; 

 DO NOT move a bowl from the head after you have measured 

until the other 3rd confirms they are in agreement that it is ‘in the 

count’ – allow your opposing 3rd to re-measure if they wish; 

  

 During the course of the game etiquette dictates : 

o As each person delivers their bowl, the opposing team should be 2 

metres back from the head/mat; 



 

o All other players must be quiet and motionless whilst bowls are being 

delivered by each player – especially at the head (each player should be 

given this courtesy to allow them to deliver their best bowl possible); 

o At no time should you applaud a ‘bad’ bowl – nor should you in anyway 

indicate (verbally or through body language) that you ‘wish’ the bowl 

delivered by an opponent would enhance or benefit your team’s bowls 

– this would be just bad sportsmanship; 

o Allow time for the opposing team to mark any ‘touchers’; 

o Whilst the opposing team is preparing to deliver their bowl – and prior 

to their bowl completing stopping, the head ‘belongs’ to that team : 

 you may not stand in the head to see the result until the bowl 

has stopped; 

 and once your bowl has stopped rolling the head then belongs to 

the opposition – you must move away from the head 

immediately; 

o When changing ends – if it is not your mat (your skip next to bowl) you 

must continue directly to your 2 metre position behind head (no 

stopping for a chat half way up); 

 Both Skips will keep track of the score on the scorecard provided – this should 

be checked by the Skips after each end (and corrections to be made 

immediately); 

 Coaching from the sidelines may only be made by the team’s official coach 

(who must be nominated prior to the game); 

 At all times avoid remarks that could be interpreted as discriminatory (eg 

regarding gender, disability (sight/physical ailment), bowling aids, etc.; 

 At the completion of game, congratulations and thanks should be made to all 

players by each individual player. 

 
A French Version of Bowling Etiquette 

 Be correct on the bowling green; 

 Be scrupulously punctual; 

 Respect the rules; 

 Respect the instructions given to you; 

 Respect the decisions of the umpire; 

 Be polite to your opponents; 

 Be careful of your language; 

 Be careful of your demeanour; 

 Say little; 

 Obey your Skip; 

 Control your joy when you win; 

 Be able to ‘take it’ when you lose; 

 B a ‘man’ and behave like one; 

 Be convinced that you have carried off the best of victories if your opponent of today becomes your friend of 

tomorrow. 


